6o        FROM   A   COLLEGE  WINDOW
and having finished my introduction I will go on
to my main story.
I took in to dinner the other night a beautiful
and accomplished lady, with whom it is always a
pleasure to talk. The conversation turned upon
Mr. Perry. She said with a graceful air of judg-
ment that she had but one fault to find with him,
and that was that he hated women. I hazarded a
belief that he was shy, to which she replied with
a dignified assurance that he was not shy ; he
was lazy.
Prudence and discretion forbade me to appeal
against this decision; but I endeavoured to arrive
at the principles that supported such a verdict. I
gathered that Egeria considered that every one
owed a certain duty to society ; that people had no
business to pick and choose, to cultivate the society
of those who happened to please and interest
them, and to eschew the society of those who
bored and wearied them ; that such a course was
not fair to the uninteresting people, and so forth.
But the point was that there was a duty involved,
and that some sacrifice was required of virtuous
people in the matter.
Egeria herself is certainly blameless in the
matter : she diffuses sweetness and light in many